Dialectical Essay Instructions: Was the Trial of Eloise
Mercier Just?

Was Eloise Mercier afforded fair rights as the accused in her trial?

Write a 4-paragraph dialectical essay analyzing the fairness of the trial in the context of
Enlightenment ideas and the evidence from the Mercier case. Use specific references to
Enlightenment philosophers and details from the trial.

Paragraph 1: Introduction & Thesis

e Briefly introduce the Mercier case (1-2 sentences)
e Introduce the Enlightenment idea of "rights of the accused"
e Clearly state your thesis: Was the trial fair or unfair? Why?

Paragraph 2: Philosophical Argument That the Trial Was Unjust

e Explain how 1-2 philosophers would argue the trial was unfair
e Use specific evidence from the trial to support the claim
e Tie in Enlightenment views on natural rights, due process, or gender equality

Paragraph 3: Philosophical Argument That the Trial Was Just

e Explain how 1-2 philosophers might argue the trial was fair
e Use specific trial evidence to support that perspective
e Tie in Enlightenment ideas of social order, utilitarianism, or justice through law

Note: Paragraphs 2 and 3 can be reversed depending on your thesis.
Paragraph 4: Personal Analysis & Judgment

e Do you think Eloise was guilty or innocent? Was her trial fair?

e Reflect on the rights of the accused in the trial process

e Address gender: How might Eloise’s gender have influenced how she was treated or
judged?

Expectations:

Use at least 3 pieces of evidence from the Mercier case
Reference at least 3 Enlightenment philosophers
Maintain historical perspective (write as if you understand both the Enlightenment era
and the case)
e Write clearly with proper structure, transitions, and analysis
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