Persuasive Letter

Directions: You are now going to answer the question Who is entitled to effective counsel? 

Prompt: 
You are a concerned citizen writing a letter to a politician on the issue of effective counsel and who it applies to. 

Support with evidence. Your letter should include 4 paragraphs and answer the question. You may reference your handouts and worksheets from the lesson. 

Requirements: 
1. Your letter must include 4 paragraphs as described below. 
2. Your letter should use persuasive language. 
3. Your letter should be written in the first person. - “I”
4. Your letter should be persuasive by building arguments supported by evidence.
5. You will need a brief conclusion and introduction.

Format: 

Paragraph 1: 
Describe the history of the right to counsel, drawing from what you know from prior knowledge. Use key evidence and concepts such as the 6th and 14th amendments, the difference between effective versus ineffective counsel, and the history of the right to effective counsel. Provide examples. Was there fairness and justice?

Paragraph 2: Consider court cases, including but not limited to Gideon v. Wainwright, Strickland v. Washington, Padilla v. Kentucky, and Missouri v. Frye. What were some key issues being addressed, and how did the court rule on those issues? Label points where the courts made proper or poor rulings and describe why these points are so important. 

Paragraph 3: With those points you made in paragraph 2, argue the other side of why certain points may have been controversial. For example, if a case was made that counsel wasn’t provided for a certain reason, discuss why that viewpoint may exist. 

Paragraph 4: In this section, the student will take a stance on the issue. Respond to the central question: Who is entitled to effective counsel? Include evidence and key vocabulary in your claim. 
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