
What Were the Nuremberg Trials? | Holocaust Explainer

After World War II, several nations collaborated to hold the Nuremberg Trials, aiming to bring Nazi leaders to justice for war crimes, crimes against peace, and crimes against humanity. The main trial, called the International Military 
Tribunal (IMT), focused on the most prominent war criminals. This video details the historic event, the accused, and the convictions, highlighting how the evidence presented, including documents, photos, and testimony, is crucial to our 
understanding of the Holocaust.

Learn more about the Nuremberg Trials:
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-nuremberg-trials

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APyioYJISXI


Responsibility for Nazi Atrocities (WWII)

● Primary Responsibility: Adolf Hitler and Nazi leadership

● Key Perpetrators: SS (Schutzstaffel) and Nazi officials

● Wider Involvement:

○ Ordinary German citizens and collaborators across Europe

○ Motivated by obedience, fear, and peer pressure

● International Collaboration:

○ Some governments and regimes in occupied Europe enabled the Holocaust

● Key Insight: Atrocities stemmed from both leadership and widespread societal complicity



Challenges of Determining Accountability for Nazi Germany's Atrocities

● Legal Accountability: Nuremberg Trials held Nazi leaders responsible, but many 

individuals denied or distanced themselves from complicity.

● Public Perception: Global reluctance to accept Jewish refugees due to economic fears 

and public opinion.

● Systemic Failures: Leaders prioritized military goals over responding to human rights 

abuses.

● Enduring Anti-Semitism: Holocaust legacy continues to raise questions about justice, 

memory, and moral responsibility.

● Complex Moral Landscape: Highlights tension between individual actions and broader 

societal inaction.



Primary Responsibility: Organizers
Noun

organizers (plural noun)

a person (people) who arranges an event or activity:

"She (they) organized the event with her team" ·

● Adolf Hitler and Nazi leadership



Key Perpetrators:

noun

perpetrator (noun) · perpetrators (plural noun)
1. a person who carries out a harmful, illegal, or immoral act:
"the perpetrators of this horrific crime must be brought to justice"

● SS (Schutzstaffel) and Nazi officials



Wider Involvement:

Noun

collaborators (plural noun)

a person who cooperates traitorously with an enemy; a defector:

"he was a collaborator during the occupation"

○ Ordinary German citizens and collaborators across Europe

○ Motivated by obedience, fear, and peer pressure



International Collaboration

○ Some governments and regimes in occupied Europe enabled the Holocaust



Final Dialogic Essay

What is the best method to pursue justice after the 

Holocaust?
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