Persuasive Letter

Directions: You are now going to answer the question Who is entitled to effective counsel? 

Prompt:
You are a concerned citizen writing a letter to a politician on the issue of effective counsel and who it applies to. 

Support with evidence. Your letter should include 4 paragraphs and answer the question. You may reference your handouts and worksheets from the lesson. 

Requirements: 
1. Your letter must include 4 paragraphs as described below. 
2. Your letter should use persuasive language. 
3. Your letter should be written in the first person. - “I”
4. Your letter should be persuasive by building arguments supported by evidence.

Format: 

Paragraph 1: 
Describe the history of the right to counsel drawing from what you learned in the lesson. Address the 6th and 14th amendments, the difference between effective versus ineffective counsel, and the history of the right to effective counsel. Provide examples. Was there fairness and justice?

Paragraph 2: Think back to the court rulings on some of the cases we previously discussed. What were some key issues being addressed, and how did the court rule on those issues? Label points where the courts made proper or poor rulings and describe why these points are so important. 

Paragraph 3: With those points you made in paragraph 2, argue the other side of why certain points may have been controversial. For example, if a case was made that counsel wasn’t provided for a certain reason, discuss why that viewpoint may exist. 

Paragraph 4: In this section, the student will take a stance on the issue








Culminating Activity Graphic Organizer
Topic: Immigrants Should Have the Right to Effective Legal Counsel
Purpose: Write a persuasive letter to a political leader
[bookmark: _o0iyvplj3t7l]🧠 Step 1: Understand the Issue
What is “effective counsel”? Why is it important?
Effective counsel means a good lawyer who helps someone understand and defend their rights.
- Immigrants need lawyers because:
  - _____________________________          	  - _____________________________
- Without a lawyer, immigrants might:
  - _____________________________            	- _____________________________
[bookmark: _89312cjh243e]🗣️ Step 2: Choose Your Format
Circle one:
🔘 Write a Bill
🔘 Write a Letter to a Politician
[bookmark: _tfu53eihbhsb]🏛️ Step 3: Plan Your Argument
	Part of the Writing
	Sentence Starters & Prompts
	Your Ideas

	Claim
	I believe that all immigrants should…..
	 

	Reason 1
	One reason is...
 
	 

	Evidence 1
	For example... or According to...
 
	 

	Reason 2
	 Another reason is...
 
	 

	Evidence 2
	This shows that...
 
	 

	Counterargument
	Some people might say... but I think...
	 


	Conclusion
	In conclusion, immigrants deserve legal help because...
	 


 
[bookmark: _glds0futwzzk]🧾 Step 4: Letter Structure
✅ If Writing a Bill:
✉️ If You Are Writing a LETTER:
👋 Dear [Name of the Mayor, Governor, or Senator],
🧍 My name is ______________________. I am writing to you because...
💬 I think... (your reasons)
🙏 Please help make sure immigrants get lawyers.
🖊️ Sincerely, [Your Name]
 Dear _______________________________,
 
My name is __________________________________________. I am writing to you because
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________. I think that ____________________________________________________________________________________.
One reason is _________________________________________________________________________.
Another reason is ____________________________________________________________________________________. Lastly, I urge you to _____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.
 
Sincerely,
__________________________









Research Lesson Plan/Observation Guide: Right to Counsel Lesson Plan

LESSON PURPOSES: 
1. Define what is effective counsel
2. Help students distinguish between effective and ineffective counsel
3. Analyze four Supreme Court cases and the counsel provided in each
4. Allow students to create a claim & argument for who is entitled to effective counsel
	Lesson Segment
	Students
	Teacher
	Evidence of Learning
	Observer’s Comments

	Lesson 1: Grabber 

Teachers will present students with a scenario in which a student gets caught with a friend messing with paint outside the art room of a school. Through an unfortunate series of events, glass was broken and the walls covered in paint. Worst of all, a student was injured indirectly by the glass. Now the parents of that student wish to press charges. Students must tackle the issue of how the student involved should be represented by placing themselves in their shoes. Should they get representation and when should that be given? 

Teachers will facilitate this grabber by asking students that are asking questions that are making students think about their right to counsel.

Following the Grabber students will be introduced to the concept of the Right to Counsel and how it works. Students will learn they will unwrap the 6th and 14th Amendments, and also tackle some tough Supreme Court cases that questioned the right to counsel. 
	Require: 
1. Students are to read and discuss the circumstances of the student. 
2. Empathize with the students in the scenario.  
3. Consider the “what would you do?”

Respond:
1. Students will respond to the questions verbally as a whole class discussion

Problems:
1. Students may not be familiar with the concept of “effective counsel.”
2. Difficulty in understanding students’ rights
	Teacher Reminders:
1. Remind students of end goal lesson
2. affirm importance of task and restate definition of the right to counsel
3. remind of specific requirements for the assignment

Remind Students:
1. responsible for contribution and quality of discussion 

Teacher Responses:

Hard Scaffolding:
1. A PowerPoint that outlines the scenario 

Soft Scaffolding:
1. The teacher provides checks for student understanding. 
2. Prompting students with probing questions to further student thinking and understanding. 
	
	

	Lesson 2: Mini-Lecture & Student Probing: Gideon, Strickland and Effective Counsel. What is the 6th Amendment?

Teachers will provide students with background knowledge that is vital to answering our central questions and analyzing the future cases. Teachers will provide a short lecture identifying first what the Right to Counsel is. Students will look at the 6th Amendment and pick apart what counsel actually means. Students will then receive further instruction on the cases of Gideon v. Wainwright and Strickland v. Washington, two landmark cases that helped highlight the flaws of the justice system. Students will identify what effective and ineffective counsel is by learning about these cases. This guides students towards what they need to pull out of their case studies they do next. 
	Require:
1. Students will need to listen to the teacher during the mini-lecture and follow along with the slides
2. Fill out their graphic organizer with notes from the mini lecture
Respond:
1. Students should have their handout in front of them and a pencil
Problems:
1. Students may have questions if confused
2. Students may interrupt the teacher
	Teacher Reminders:
1. Circulate the room
2. Remind students of the end goal (Culminating Activity) 
Remind Students:
1. Remind students that the cases argued before the Supreme Court represent less than 1% of the cases petitioned to be heard.

2. Of effective and engaged collaboration with the group members
Teacher Responses:

Hard Scaffolding
1. A Powerpoint that explains the key vocabulary and amendments
2. Concept Map and Videos that further explain the key concepts
Soft Scaffolding
1. The teacher provides checks for students understanding
	
	

	 Lesson 3: Modeling Case Studies: Student and Teacher Gideon and Strickland Case Studies.

Teachers will model to students how to analyze and evaluate Gideon v. Wainwright and Strickland v. Washington. This will allow the students the opportunity to walk through each case study and fill out a graphic organizer that will show what they have learned. Students will use these two resources to help guide them on this scaffold as teachers model the activity for them. Students will actively have their sources open, and their scaffolds to follow along. 

Once the students and teachers are completed with the modeling of those two cases, students will debrief and have a short open guided discussion. Teachers will ask probing questions such as:
· Where was ineffective counsel present?
· Were these people fairly represented?
· What were some of the opinions of the court?
	Require:
1. Students will need to follow along with the teacher and fill out their case study. 
2. Students will also need their sources and scaffolds available to use. 

Respond:
1. Students will discuss with their peers to check themselves on their work
2. Students will openly discuss the cases and their impact. 
Problems:

1. Student pacing may need to be adjusted; consider pairing students when modeling. 
2. Students may not understand some of the guiding questions and may need extra soft scaffolding. 
	Teacher Reminders:
1. Make sure you fully understand the cases, the readings with them and the outcomes. 
2. Ensure you know what you want students to answer and discover.

Remind Students:
1. Remind students that the cases argued before the Supreme Court represent less than 1% of the cases petitioned to be heard. 

Teacher Responses:

1. Facilitating Class Debrief. Cold Call or select groups/volunteers. 
2. Soft Scaffold deeper reasoning and questioning. 
	
	

	Lesson 4: Student Case Studies on Missouri v. Frye & Padilla v. Kentucky. Debrief

Teachers will assign students to study 2 court cases; Missouri vs. Frye and Padilla vs. Kentucky. 
Students will have the same scaffolds as in lesson 3, except this time students will use the research sources and fill in the information needed on the scaffold. Once finished with the scaffolds, students will turn and share their findings so each student can ensure their understanding of the cases are on the same page. After this, teachers will open back up to discussion to compare the two cases (Padilla v. Kentucky & Missouri v. Frye) to the cases in lesson 3 (Gideon v. Wainwright & Strickland v. Washington). Teachers will use those same guiding questions, but this time will add a couple questions such as:
· How did the cases you examined build off the findings of the cases we unpacked together?
· Did the Supreme Court get these cases right? Why/Why not?
	1. Students will need to follow along with the teacher and fill out their case study. 
2. Students will also need their sources and scaffolds available to use. 

Respond:
1. Students will discuss with their peers to check themselves on their work
2. Students will openly discuss the cases and their impact. 
Problems:

1. Student pacing may need to be adjusted, consider pairing students when modeling. 
2. Students may not understand some of the guiding questions and may need extra soft scaffolding. 
	Teacher Reminders:
1. Same with lesson 3, teachers will need to monitor student progress closely. 
2. Teachers will need to preemptively know what they want the students to pull from each case.

Remind Students:

1. These two cases will have parallels to the prior two cases we discussed. 
2. Each of these cases involves examples of ineffective counsel. Students are responsible for identifying and explaining that information. 

Teacher Responses:
1. Soft Scaffold any common issues or questions students have. 
2. Use the model scaffolds for students as well and pull some student models if needed to address any concerns. 
	
	

	Lesson 5: Post Test Persuasive Bill/Letter

Teachers will assign a culminating writing activity to students in the form of a persuasive essay. Students will have the choice between a congressman/woman writing a proposed Bill that clarifies and expands effective counsel, particularly in regards to immigrants and criminals’ right to effective counsel. The second choice will be a concerned citizen writing a letter to a politician on the issue of effective counsel and who it applies to. The students will be asked to support their writing with evidence and to include 4 paragraphs that answer the question; Who is entitled to effective counsel? Students will be able to reference your handouts and worksheets from the lesson. Students requirements for the culminating activity will be the following: 

Requirements: 
1. Your letter must include 4 paragraphs as described below. 
2. Your letter should use persuasive language. 
3. Your letter should be written in the first person. - “I”
4. Your letter should be persuasive by building arguments supported by evidence.
5. You will need a conclusion and introduction. 

Format:
Paragraph 1: 
Describe the history of the right to counsel drawing from what you learned in the lesson. Address the 6th and 14th amendments, the difference between effective versus ineffective counsel, and the history of the right to effective counsel. Provide examples. Was there fairness and justice?

Paragraph 2: Think back to the court rulings on some of the cases we previously discussed. What were some key issues being addressed and how did the court rule on those issues? Label points where the courts made proper or poor rulings and describe why these points are so important. 

Paragraph 3: With those points you made in paragraph 2, argue the other side of why certain points may have been a controversy. For example if a case was made that counsel wasn’t provided for a certain reason, discuss why that viewpoint may exist. 

Paragraph 4: In this section, the student will take a stance on the issue.
	Require:
1. Students will need to work independently and synthesize information about the right to effective counsel, learned about the Supreme Court cases and apply it to amendments learned.
Respond:
1. Students will need to create either a persuasive letter to a politician, or draft a bill.
Problems:
1. Students may be confused on the format of the writing assignment and may need modeling or scaffolding on how to write a good letter/bill
2. Students may not have all of their graphic organizer completed that they should use to support this writing assessment
	Teacher Reminders:
1. Monitor student responses as they are writing and individually work with students on their direction for their assessment writing. 
2. Have a clear visual for what you want students to accomplish for either assignment. 
Remind Students:
1. Remind students the intention of either assignment. Tell them their goals, checklist, whichever they need to know they are doing what is expected. 
2. Remind students of the content as well, frequently mention any important case information or ideas as students write. 
Teacher Responses:

Hard Scaffolding
1. Powerpoint that offers directions
2. Student Outline for essay with format, requirements, and explicit instructions

Soft Scaffolding
1. Teacher walks around and checks for understanding
2. Asks probing questions if students need to elaborate or improve their writing. 
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