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AFFIDAVIT
STATE OF FLORIDA
 COUNTY OF ALACHUA
I, Maria J. Thompson, being duly sworn, depose and say:
1. I am over the age of eighteen (18) years and competent to make this affidavit.
2. I am employed as an Investigative Paralegal with the law firm of Green & Associates, and I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein.
3. I have reviewed and compiled records regarding the communications and visits between George Porter Jr. and his legal defense counsel in the case of Porter v. McCollum, including prison visitation logs and telephone call records.
4. Based on my review, the legal defense team met with Mr. Porter face-to-face on three (3) occasions prior to trial, each meeting lasting no longer than thirty (30) minutes.
5. Additionally, I have reviewed transcripts of telephone conversations between Mr. Porter and his attorney, which repeatedly emphasize the defense’s strategy to focus on Mr. Porter’s history of alcoholism as the primary mitigating evidence.
6. The transcripts show that counsel asked Mr. Porter about his recollection of the night of the incident, to which Mr. Porter described being heavily intoxicated, struggling with flashbacks, and feeling as if he was fighting for his life.
7. To the best of my knowledge and belief, the attached Prison Communication and Visitation Report is a true and accurate summary of the records and evidence I reviewed.
8. This affidavit is made in support of the defense’s review of the adequacy of counsel and mitigation preparation in the above-referenced case.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed this day 18 July 2010

Maria J. Thompson
 Investigative Paralegal
Samantha L. Perez
 Notary Public, State of Florida
 My commission expires: December 31, 2015

Case: Parker v. McClane
 Client: Colt D. Parker
 Prepared by: Maria J. Thompson
 Date: 7/18/2010

1. Face-to-Face Prison Meetings
	Date
	Duration
	Location
	Notes

	02/05/2008
	25 minutes
	[Prison Name]
	Initial case strategy discussion; brief review of client recollection from the incident.

	03/12/2008
	30 minutes
	[Prison Name]
	Preparation for trial; discussed possible mitigating evidence.

	12/02/2008
	20 minutes
	[Prison Name]
	Final case review before court date; reiterated mitigation approach.


Total meetings: 3
 Maximum meeting length: 30 minutes
 Observation: No extended or comprehensive interviews occurred to explore full client history or military background.

2. Phone Communication Summary & Transcripts
The defense counsel engaged in three phone calls with Mr. Porter, each emphasizing the mitigation strategy centered on alcoholism. These calls illustrate counsel’s focus on this evidence as the strongest and most viable avenue to present in mitigation.
Phone Call 1
Date: 03/01/2008
 Duration: 10 minutes
Attorney:
 "Parker, before we move forward, is there anything you remember from the night of the incident? Any details that stand out that you remmebered since the last time we saw each other?"
Parker:
 "Honestly, I was really drunk that night. I barely remember getting behind the wheel. I was struggling with flashbacks from my past — felt like I was fighting for my life. It was hard to tell what was real and what was fake."
Attorney:
 "That’s important, Mr. Parker. It shows how deep your struggles run. The jury will understand that better if we focus on your history with alcohol."
Parker:
 "Do you think the jury would want to know more about me? I mean I started drinking right after..."
Attorney:
 "After what, Colt?"
Parker:
 "It is hard to talk about, it just feels like sometimes I am surrounded, and I can’t tell who is friend and who is enemy. I get paranoid and the only thing that can quiet my head is alcohol..."
Attorney: 
“I promise I will make sure the jury knows how you struggle with your addiction. If you remember anything from that night or before that could help us let me know.” 
Parker: 
“Well... I will keep thinking.” 
Attorney: 
“Talk soon, Mr. Parker.”

Phone Call 2
Date: 06/20/2008
 Duration: 15 minutes
Attorney:
 "Colt, sorry I haven’t been in touch more frequently. Busy days. But remember, the key is to focus on your struggles with alcohol. The jury will likely connect with that more than anything else."
Parker:
 "Do you really think they want to hear only about that? Seems like that could make them hate me more."
Attorney:
 "I get that. It’s hard to hear, but this is the clearest evidence we have right now. We have to play the hand we’re dealt."
Parker:
 "I’m a little worried, but if this is what you believe is best, I’m with you."
Phone Call 3
Date: 1/22/2009
 Duration: 12 minutes
Attorney:
 "Colt, just a reminder — we’re going all in on the alcohol history during sentencing. Given your own recollection of that night, you were in too drunken a state to truly premeditate anything. That’s an important part of the story."
Parker:
 "I’m still unsure if it’ll be enough."
Attorney:
 "I understand, but the jury will likely empathize with your struggle with addiction. They’ll see you’re not some vindictive ex or cold-blooded criminal — just someone battling a serious problem. Trust me, this is the best way to humanize you in their eyes."
Porter:
 "Okay. I trust you."
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