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The McVeigh Case: A Detailed Overview 

The Accused 

Timothy McVeigh faced charges related to the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing, one of the deadliest domestic terrorist 

attacks in United States history. 

The Charges 

Murder and use of a weapon of mass destruction—charges that could result in the death penalty. 

What Happened 

On April 19, 1995, a truck bomb exploded outside the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

The explosion killed 168 people, including 19 children, and injured over 680 others. McVeigh was arrested shortly after 

and charged with the attack. 

The Legal Process Before Trial 

● Indictment (April 1995): McVeigh was indicted on federal charges related to the bombing. 

● Media Attention: The case received extensive national media coverage, making it difficult to find impartial 

jurors in Oklahoma. 

● Defense Team: Stephen Jones was appointed as McVeigh's lead defense attorney. 

The Trial:  Legal Representation 

Who Defended Him 

Stephen Jones led a skilled defense team that included experienced attorneys and investigators. Unlike inadequately 

prepared defense teams in other cases, Jones's team was well-resourced and thoroughly prepared. 

Time to Prepare 

The defense team spent months preparing the case. They reviewed approximately one million pages of government 

documents to understand the prosecution's evidence and identify weaknesses. 

Challenging Evidence 

A key piece of evidence was the forensic analysis linking McVeigh to the bombing. The defense team challenged the 

reliability of this forensic evidence by cross-examining expert witnesses and questioning their conclusions. The defense 

did not simply accept the prosecution's case but thoroughly tested it. 

Trial Location 

Jones successfully filed a motion to move the trial out of Oklahoma City to Denver, Colorado. This ensured McVeigh 

could receive a fair trial with an impartial jury, protecting his constitutional right to due process. 

Trial Results 

McVeigh was convicted and sentenced to death.  
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