Essay Rubric: Pros and Cons of U.S. Immigration Policy

Criteria Advanced (4) Proficient (3) Basic (2) Below Basic (1)
Content Demonstrates comprehensive Demonstrates good Demonstrates basic Shows minimal
Knowledge understanding of both pros understanding of both pros understanding of some pros understanding of pros and

and cons of U.S. immigration
policy. Arguments are
insightful, supported with
detailed examples, and show a
nuanced understanding of the
issue.

and cons of U.S. immigration
policy. Arguments are clear,
supported with relevant
examples, and show
understanding of the issue.

and cons of U.S. immigration
policy. Arguments lack depth
or are not consistently
supported with examples.

cons of U.S. immigration
policy; arguments lack
coherence and relevant
examples.

Evidence/Details

Provides rich, relevant, and
varied evidence to support
arguments on both sides of
the issue. Evidence is well-
integrated and effectively
enhances the arguments.

Provides adequate evidence
to support arguments on both
sides of the issue. Evidence
is mostly relevant and
supports the arguments
made.

Provides some evidence,
but it may lack relevance or
be insufficiently integrated
into the arguments.

Evidence is sparse,
irrelevant, or does not
effectively support
arguments.
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Organization

Essay is well-structured with
a clear introduction, body
paragraphs (one for pros,
one for cons), and
conclusion. Paragraphs are
logically sequenced with
effective transitions.

Essay is adequately structured
with an introduction, body
paragraphs (one for pros, one
for cons), and conclusion.
Paragraphs are mostly logically
sequenced with some
transitions.

Shows attempt at
organization with an
introduction, body
paragraphs (one for pros,
one for cons), and
conclusion, but transitions
between paragraphs may be
unclear.

Organization is unclear;
lacks introduction, clear
body structure, or
conclusion.

Persuasiveness

Arguments are compelling and
effectively persuade the
reader to consider both sides
of the issue. Demonstrates
ability to present arguments
persuasively with well-
supported claims.

Arguments are clear and
attempt to persuade the reader
to consider both sides of the
issue. Claims are mostly
supported with evidence.

Arguments are stated but
lack persuasiveness. Claims
may not be well-supported
with evidence or reasoning.

Arguments lack clarity and

persuasiveness. Claims are
unsupported or not effectively
presented.
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Conclusion

Conclusion effectively
summarizes key points
discussed in the essay and
provides a thoughtful reflection
on the topic.

Conclusion summarizes key
points but may lack a clear
connection to the rest of the
essay or offer a minimal
reflection on the topic.

Conclusion is vague or does
not effectively summarize
key points discussed in the
essay.

No conclusion is provided or
conclusion is completely
unrelated to the rest of the
essay.

Additional Comments:

e Language Proficiency: Consider the student's proficiency level when assessing language use and clarity.

e Feedback: Provide specific feedback on strengths and areas for improvement to support learning and development.
e Encouragement: Acknowledge effort and improvement, particularly in organizing thoughts and presenting arguments

effectively.
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