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Voting is a foundational right afforded to United States citizens by the US Constitution 

and each state’s constitution. Elections depend on participation by registered voters across the 

country and afford citizens the chance to make their voice heard in the democratic process. 

Voting addresses issues of representation, policy options, and the direction that local, state, and 

federal governments will take. The issue of mandatory voting has become more popular in the 

United States as voter turnout nationwide continues to decrease. Mandatory voting laws, which 

require eligible citizens to vote in elections, have been implemented in several countries around 

the world. The issue of creating mandatory voting laws in the United States is highly contested 

and deserves a definitive answer. 

Two major reasons that mandatory voting laws should pass in the United States are that these 

laws would increase voter turnout and be a better representation of the entire voting population. 

One of the primary arguments for mandatory voting is that it significantly boosts voter turnout. 

Countries like Australia, which have mandatory voting, consistently report high voter 

participation rates compared to voluntary voting systems. Secondly, mandatory voting ensures 

that a broader spectrum of the population is represented in elections. This can lead to a more 

accurate reflection of public opinion and preferences in governance. 

There are also reasons as to why mandatory voting laws would be a negative addition to 

the US code of law: freedom of choice and informed voting practices.. Critics argue that 

mandatory voting infringes on individual freedom by compelling citizens to participate in a 

process they may not support or be interested in. They believe that abstaining from voting can 

also be a form of political expression. Mandatory voting does not necessarily ensure informed 

voting. Some worry that forcing citizens to vote might lead to decisions based on superficial 

knowledge or biases, rather than thoughtful consideration of policies and candidates. 

In conclusion, while mandatory voting can address issues of voter turnout and civic 

engagement, it also raises concerns about individual freedom, political knowledge, and the role 

of government in electoral processes. The debate over whether the benefits outweigh the 

drawbacks continues to be a topic of discussion among policymakers and citizens alike. 
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