
 NCSS Standards National History Standards Washington State EALRs 
    
Analysis of 
Martin Luther 
King’s Letter 
from a 
Birmingham Jail 

Strand VI:  Power, Authority, & 
Governance 
 
Social Studies programs should 
include experiences that provide for 
the study of how people create and 
change structures of power, 
authority, and governance…. 
 
Examples of applicable performance 
expectations: 
Middle Grades & High School 
Standards a, b, h 
  
Strand X:  Civic Ideals & 
Practices 
 
Social Studies programs should 
include experiences that provide for 
the study of the ideals, principles, 
and practices of citizenship in a 
democratic republic… 
 
Examples of applicable performance 
expectations: 
Middle Grades & High School 
Standards d, e, h   
 
Other strands and performance 
expectations apply 

Era 9  
Postwar United States (1945 to 
early 1970s) 
 
Students should Understand:  The  
struggle for racial and gender 
equality and for the extension of 
civil liberties. 
 
Standard 4A – Demonstrate 
understanding of the “Second 
Reconstruction” and analyze its 
advancement of civil rights. 
 
7-12:  Analyze the roles and 
ideologies of Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Malcolm X in the civil rights 
movement and evaluating their 
legacies. [assess the importance of 
the individual in history] 
 
Standards in Historical Thinking 
 
Standard 3:  Historical Analysis and 
Interpretation 
   (A, B, C, D, E, H, J) 
Standard 5:  Historical Issues-
Analysis and Decision-Making 
    (A, B, D, E, F) 

Civics 
 
1.2: Examine key ideals of United 
States democracy such as individual 
human dignity, liberty, justice, 
equality, and the rule of law 
4.2: Identify and demonstrate rights of 
United States citizenship related to 
school, local, state, national, and 
international issues 
4.3: Explain how various stakeholders 
influence public policy 
 
History 
 
1.2: Understand events, trends, 
individuals, and movements shaping 
United States, world, and Washington 
State history 
 
Inquiry and Information Skills 
 
1.1d: Recognize relevant facts and 
ideas in social studies documents 

 


