Iroquois Reading #1
This is excerpted from a letter written by Joseph Brant (Thayendanegea), a Mohawk), written to   King George III, in 1760.

"Our wise men are called Fathers, and they truly sustain that character. Do you call yourselves Christians? Does the religion of Him who you call your Savior inspire your spirit, and guide your practices? Surely not. 

It is recorded of him that a bruised reed he never broke. Cease then to call yourselves Christians, lest you declare to the world your hypocrisy. Cease too to call other nations savage, when you are tenfold more the children of cruelty than they. 

No person among us desires any other reward for performing a brave and worthwhile action, but the consciousness of having served his nation. 

I bow to no man for I am considered a prince among my own people. But I will gladly shake your hand." 

Questions:
1. What does Thayendanegea mean when he says their wise men are fathers?
2. Why does Thayendanegea say the Europeans are hypocrites?
3. What reward does the Mohawk expect for bravery?
4. “I bow to no man for I am considered a prince among my own people. But I will gladly shake your hand."  Explain what this quote means and how it relates to relationships between the Mohawk and the Europeans?
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