French & Indian War Post-Unit Written Assignment

Position Statement:
Central Question: Were the Native American alliances made with either the French or the British the most appropriate means for the tribes to ensure the welfare and security of their people?
A. On the eve of the French and Indian War, most Indian nations had long-standing alliances with either the French or the British as Indians traded with, and at times fought on behalf of, the two great European powers.  There were tensions and questions by all the tribes as to whether or not it was in their best interests to continue in their traditional alliances as new war broke out.  Indians had to consider questions of trade, settlements on their land by colonists, and pressures by their allies to adapt their culture/religion to European expectations.
In answering the central question, you should address the following:

PARAGRAPH ONE: For what reasons might Native Americans choose to ally with the British? What reasons did representatives of the various nations give for choosing to ally with the British during the Pan-Tribal Council? Build a strong case for an alliance with the British during the coming war. Consider Native Americans in general during this time, not your specific nation or group.
PARAGRAPH TWO: For what reasons did Native Americans might choose to ally with the French? What reasons did representatives of the various nations give for choosing to ally with the French during the Pan-Tribal Council? Build a strong case for an alliance with the French during the coming war. Consider Native Americans in general during this time, not your specific nation or group.

PARAGRAPH THREE: Discuss your group's final decision of alliance and give justification. Did your decision change after participation the Pan-Tribal Council? Why or why not? Do you believe your decision to be a good one for other Native American nations as well? If neutrality were an option, would you choose to remain neutral? Why or why not?
_____________________________________________________________________________

B. After learning of the events and outcome of the French and Indian War, address the following in a final paragraph.
PARAGRAPH FOUR: Knowing the outcome of the French and Indian War, do you still believe that your choice of alliance was the best for your tribe? Knowing what you know now, would you have chosen to ally with the other side or attempt to remain neutral? Justify your position with evidence from the events during and after the war.
