Cherokee Reading #1

A Description of the Cherokee culture.
Cherokees historically lived in autonomous, semi permanent towns scattered over all or parts of what is today North and South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Virginia and West Virginia.  Each town had a population of around two hundred. When the population of a town grew too large, part of it would move and establish a new town. Towns might be moved every ten years or so to locate fresh garden sites and to allow old ones to replenish themselves. A town consisted of family dwellings, buildings for grain storage, a council house, communal garden, family gardens, ceremonial grounds and ball fields.
… The towns were organized around matrilineal clans, as was Cherokee life in general. Rules or laws were not enforced by town government, but rather by clans. If a member of one clan offended another clan, the offended clan had the duty of retribution. The right, or obligation of the slain person’s clan to claim a life from the offending clan has been widely misinterpreted as clan revenge. 
This practice was actually one of many ways of maintaining balancing and harmony in the world. Each town had a peace chief and a war chief, sometimes called the white chief and the red chief. In terms of contemporary political science they might be called the “chief of internal affairs” and “the chief of external affairs”. The peace chief was in charge of all internal town matters, and the war chief o war and also trade and other alliances. The arrival of the Europeans greatly affected the workings of this age- old government system.
Women had a powerful political voice. Europeans initially had trouble figuring out why the  Cherokees took so long to make up their minds.  At a meeting, they would not make a decision but instead call for another meeting in a few days because they had to go home and discuss the matter with the women. Once the Europeans figures out was happening, they said that the Cherokees had a “petticoat government.”
…There   were also medicine people, who were usually but not always men.  Individuals with various physical and spiritual problems went to them.

…Hogs were brought to North America in 1540 by the Henando De Soto expedition and eventually allowed to run wild.  So, even before the American Revolution, Cherokees were curing hams.  They did such a fine job of it that colonials would go to the Cherokee county to buy hams because these hams were so much better than could be obtained in the colonies.
Questions:

1. Describe the Cherokee town.

2. What are matrilineal clans?
3. Who enforced the rules or laws?

4. What would happen if one clan offended another clan?
5. Describe the role of the Cherokee chiefs.

6. Why were the Cherokees called a “petticoat government?”

7. What does Cherokee culture tell us about Cherokee communities?
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