School Board Meeting on School Integration - 1972
 
Scenario: The year is 1972 and for financial reasons our county must close a few schools. This means that several schools need to be collapsed into one, which would include integrating black and white students. Although the Supreme Court ruled in the Brown v. Board case 18 years ago, our community is now debating the best, most fair way to educate students. Our county’s school board has decided to call an open meeting to hear as many different views as possible on the following question: was integration the best, most just way to provide a quality education to all students?  Six historical perspectives will be represented at the meeting:

· School Officials Favoring Integration

· School Officials Opposing Integration

· Black Parents Favoring Integration

· White Parents Opposing Integration

· Black Activists Favoring Integration

· Black Activists Opposing Integration
Task:  Everyone in the class will be divided into one of the six historical perspectives.  Within that perspective group, each of you will have a specific role to play in the county school board meeting. You are to faithfully represent the beliefs and experiences of the historical perspective you have been assigned. You will do this by explaining what life was like for your role and by making an argument about what, if anything should be done to integrate our school. Your teacher will tell you which role you are researching and developing with each member of the group having specific tasks to complete the whole project. 

Group Roles: 
Read and discuss your assigned group’s resource packet of documents and answer the questions.
1. Speaker: Gives the speech during the meeting.

Preparation for the meeting: Research your perspective’s actions and position and prepare to explain your views. Work with the visual media specialist to ensure your point of view is portrayed in the PowerPoint. Work with the journalist to help them create opening questions that will show you in the best possible light. Work with the School Board Member to help them research and prepare for critical questions for your opposition.  Work with the Press Secretary to anticipate questions you will get from your opponents and help the Press Secretary prepare answers to those questions.

During the meeting: You will give a 5-minute speech coinciding with the PowerPoint explaining your actions, motives, focusing on your perspective of school desegregation. You will help the Press Secretary answer questions put to you from the journalists and school board members. 


2. The School Board Member You will ask critical questions of the characters who disagree with your historical perspective.  You will show the weakness in your opponent’s arguments.

Preparation for the meeting: research your three opponent’s beliefs  about school integration and write a minimum of two questions for each opponent.  Your goal is to demonstrate weaknesses in their position.  Assist the Speaker and Press Secretary to anticipate and answer questions that will come from your opponents.

During the meeting:  After each character has given their opening statement, you will ask questions of your three opponents in order to expose weakness in their arguments.  
   
3.The Press Secretary: appears with the speaker to offer advice and assistance and answer questions from opponents.

Preparation for the meeting:  You will research your perspective’s beliefs on school integration and assist the Speaker in writing their speech.  Work with the visual media specialist to make sure the your point of view is portrayed  in the PowerPoint.  You should anticipate questions your opponents will ask you and prepare answers.

During the meeting: you will sit beside the speaker during their speech and answer questions from the journalists and school board members.   

4. The Visual Media Consultant: creates a PowerPoint presentation to accompany the speech to highlight the main ideas of your speaker’s perspective.

Preparation for the meeting: Research your beliefs about school integration and work with speaker and Press Secretary to design a PowerPoint that will use text and visual images to communicate their beliefs and actions in the best possible light.

During the meeting: you will present your PowerPoint during the speech, advancing the slides to give visual representation to the main ideas of the speech. After the speech, you will describe your presentation and quotes and explain how they illustrate your perspective’s speech. You will be either beside or near your speaker and assist them or the Press Secretary and answering questions from school board members and journalists.

5. The Journalist: will ask questions of the speaker that will support the speaker’s position. 

Preparation for the meeting: you will develop and review questions with your speaker and for your allies that you will be asking your speaker so as to show the speaker in the best possible light.  

During the meeting: The journalist will pose questions to the speaker and your allies that will support the speaker’s position and frame the speaker’s perspective in the best possible light.   

