Abenaki Reading # 1
Propositions of the Abenakis of St. Francis to Captain Phineas Stevens, delegate from the governor of Governor of Boston,  in presence of the Baron de Longueuil, Governor of Montreal, Commandant of Canada and of the Iroquois of the Sault Saint Louis and of the Lake of the Two Mountains, 5th of July, 1752

    Atiwaneto, Chief Speaker:
“Brother, We speak to you as if we spoke to your governor of Boston.  We hear on all sides that this Governor and the Bostonians say that the Abenakis are bad people.  ‘Tis in vain that we are taxed with having a bad heart; it is you, brother, that always attack us; your mouth is of sugar but your heart of gall; in truth, the moment you begin we are on guard.

…We tell you that we seek not war…

…But we will not cede one single inch of the lands we inhabit beyond what has been decided formerly by our fathers.  You have the sea for your share from the place where you reside; you can trade there; but we expressly forbid you to kill a single Beaver, or take a single stick of timber on the lands we inhabit; if you want timber we’ll sell you some, but you shall not take it without our permission.
By a Belt (this refers to a wampum belt which was used to further emphasize an oath or pledge)

I repeat to you, Brothers, by this belt, that it depends on yourselves to beat peace with the Abenakis.
We acknowledge no other boundaries of yours than your settlements whereon you have built, and we will not …, that you pass beyond them.  The lands we possess have been given us by the master of Life.

…as soon as possible; take this message... to your governor…”
  [Phineas Stevens speaks.]  Brothers, I shall report your message to my governor…

The English Demand of the Abenakis

“Brothers Abenakis, I ask you if the attack which your Nation has made these two years {past} ob eth English is in consequence of encroachments by the latter on your lands?

Are you satisfied with the death of your people on account of your attacks on the English?”
The Answer of the Abenakis

“…The two Englishmen that we killed this year on the head waters of our river…, must attribute their misfortunes on themselves, because they hunted Beaver on our lands,…that we will kill all the Englishmen we shall find on eth lands in our possession.

Our heart is good, and since we struck the blow our thirst for vengeance is extinguished.

Listen, Brothers Englishmen, to what is our Indian custom among ourselves, with persons, with persons we would find on eth lands we possess?  We should take their game, and if they made any resistance, we would knock them in the head. [Giving a lethal blow to the head was a common form of punishment for criminals]”
The Iroquois to the Abenakis

“We have heard, with pleasure, what you said to the English deputy; we are charmed that you have vigorously maintained your rights.  We exhort you to keep your word with the English; should the case require it, we oblige ourselves to aid you with all our might.”
 Questions:

1. List three things the author said that you think are important:
2. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document.

3. List two things the document tells you about life in the colonies at the time it was written.
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