Document B1-1
Malcolm X on Power. Magazine Interview, May 1963
Interviewer: What is the ambition of the Black Muslims?

The white man has taught the black people in this country to hate themselves as inferior, to hate each other, to be divided against each other. Messenger Muhammad … shows us how to pool our financial resources and our talents, then to work together toward a common objective. Among other things, we have small businesses in most major cities in this country, and we want to create many more… [I]t is very important to improve the black man's economy, and his thrift. But to do this, we must have land of our own. The brainwashed black man can never learn to stand on his own two feet until he is on his own. We must learn to become our own producers, manufacturers and traders; we must have industry of our own, to employ our own. The white man resists this because he wants to keep the black man under his thumb and jurisdiction in white society. He wants to keep the black man always dependent and begging--for jobs, food, clothes, shelter, education…
Interviewer: B'nai B'rith has accused you of being not only anti-Christian but anti-Semitic. Do you consider this true?

Malcolm X: …Let me say just a word about the Jew and the black man. The Jew is always anxious to advise the black man. But they never advise him how to solve his problem the way the Jews solved their problem. The Jew never went sitting-in and crawling-in and sliding-in and freedom-riding, like he teaches and helps Negroes to do. The Jews stood up, and stood together, and they used their ultimate power, the economic weapon…  The Jews pooled their money and bought the hotels that barred them. They bought Atlantic City and Miami Beach and anything else they wanted.  But the Jew that's advising the …Never shows him how to set up factories and hotels. Never advises him how to own what he wants. No, when there's something worth owning, the Jew's got it. Walk up and down in any Negro ghetto in America. Ninety percent of the worthwhile businesses you see are Jew-owned. Every night they take the money out. This helps the black man's community stay a ghetto.
	Phrase
	Explanation

	Messenger Muhammad 
	Elijah Muhammad; prophet to Black Muslims; Malcolm served as one of Muhammad’s chief ministers within the Nation of Islam

	B'nai B'rith 
	the oldest continually operating Jewish service organization in the world. It was founded in New York City by Henry Jones and 11 others on October 13, 1843.

	Anti-Semitic
	prejudiced against Jewish people


Document B1-2

Milton Friedman. “The Negro in America,” Newsweek (December 11, 1967)
Negroes have made great progress in the past century, thanks to their own efforts and to the opportunities offered them by a market system – and despite widespread prejudice and governmentally enforced discrimination. Liberals have generally disparaged [belittled] this progress, encouraged Negroes to look primarily to government for relief, and assured them that the white community, by waving its magic legal wand and opening its purse, could and shortly would eliminate their disabilities and drastically raise their standard of living.

In my opinion, this liberal view is tragically wrong. Many of the problems that the Negro faces in America today were produced or aggravated by governmental measures proposed, supported, and executed by liberals … The drive for further legislative measures [has] awakened the sleeping giant of racial prejudice among the whites in the North. The encouragement of unrealistic and extravagant expectations has produced frustration, outrage, and a sense of betrayal among the Negroes in the North. Unwittingly, the liberals have set race against race.

Let me turn to specifics…welfare, job and housing are the three main spokes of the wheel of poverty. Consider each.
1. Welfare: We have adopted paternalistic [fatherly] governmental arrangements for dispensing more than $7 billion a year that impair the freedom, independence, and dignity of the recipients, and demean the social workers administering the program. These arrangements have weakened family structure and have produced a permanent class of persons on relief.

2.
Jobs: Unemployment among Negro teen-agers is running around 25 percent or more. Why? Largely because minimum-wage legislation has declared that it is better for a youngster to be unemployed at $1.40 an hour than employed at $1.00 an hour… In the absence of legal minimum wages, unemployment among Negro teen-agers would now be under 10 percent, not over 25 percent. Other governmental measures – particularly those favoring unions – have restricted the job opportunities of Negroes.
3. 
Housing: Public housing and urban renewal programs have destroyed viable neighborhoods, driven the poor from their homes to even less satisfactory and more expensive housing, and created slums where none existed before. It deserves the invidious [undesirable] label of a “Negro removal program.”

…Government programs have shackled the forces of self-reliance, independence, and private enterprise that alone can produce a permanent solution. Progress toward our common objective requires less government intervention, not the major expansion called for [by liberals].

	Phrase
	Explanation

	Market System
	An economy with little or no government intervention or regulation

	Liberals
	Americans who support more government intervention in the economy and social problems

	Urban Renewal
	Redevelopment of areas in cities by the government which may involve the demolition or relocation of businesses and housing

	Private Enterprise
	Businesses owned by private citizens with little or no control by the government


Document B2-1       Moynihan Report United States Department of Labor March 1965
The Negro American revolution holds forth the prospect that the American Republic, which at birth was flawed by the institution of Negro slavery, and which throughout its history has been marred by the unequal treatment of Negro citizens, will at last redeem the full promise of the Declaration of Independence.

American democracy has not always been successful in maintaining a balance between these two ideals, and notably so where the Negro American is concerned. "Lincoln freed the slaves," but they were given liberty, not equality. It was therefore possible in the century that followed to deprive their descendants of much of their liberty as well.  The point of semantics is that equality of opportunity now has a different meaning for Negroes than it has for whites. It is not (or at least no longer) a demand for liberty alone, but also for equality - in terms of group results. In Bayard Rustin's terms, "It is now concerned not merely with removing the barriers to full opportunity but with achieving the fact of equality." By equality Rustin means a distribution of achievements among Negroes roughly comparable to that among whites.

At the heart of the deterioration of the fabric of Negro society is the deterioration of the Negro family. It is the fundamental source of the weakness of the Negro community at the present time…

· nearly a quarter of urban Negro marriages are dissolved
· nearly one-quarter of Negro births are now illegitimate.
· almost one-fourth of Negro families are headed by females
· The breakdown of the Negro family has led to a startling increase in welfare dependency.
· High unemployment among black males
. . . We have shown a clear relation between male employment, for example, and the number of welfare dependent children. Employment in turn reflects educational achievement, which depends in large part on family stability, which reflects employment. Where we should break into this cycle, and how, are the most difficult domestic questions facing the United States…

-Excerpts from the Moynihan Report [http://www.dol.gov/oasam/programs/history/webid-meynihan.htm]
	Phrase
	Explanation

	Marred
	to spoil or detract from something

	Semantic
	meaning or the differences between meanings of words or symbols

	Bayard Rustin
	an American civil rights activist, important largely behind the scenes in the civil rights movement of the 1960s and earlier. He is credited as the chief organizer of the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.


Document B2-2  Martin Luther King Speech-“Where Do We Go From Here?”

Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, 16 August 1967
…. When the Constitution was written, a strange formula to determine taxes and representation declared that the Negro was 60 percent of a person. Today another formula seems to declare he is 50 percent of a person…Thus half of all Negroes live in substandard [poor quality] housing. And Negroes have half the income of whites… There are twice as many unemployed. The rate of infant mortality among Negroes is double that of whites and there are twice as many Negroes dying in Vietnam as whites in proportion to their size in the population…. In elementary schools, Negroes lag one to three years behind whites… One twentieth as many Negroes as whites attend college. Of employed Negroes, 75 percent hold menial jobs. 
… Where do we go from here? We must no longer be ashamed of being black… Another basic challenge is to discover how to organize our strength in terms of economic and political power…. From old plantations of the South to newer ghettos of the North, the Negro has been confined to a life of voicelessness and powerlessness….
The problem indicates that our emphasis must be twofold. We must create full employment or we must create incomes. People must be made consumers by one method or the other…. New forms of work that enhance the social good will have to be devised for those for whom traditional jobs are not available.  
Now our country can do this…. a guaranteed annual income could be done for about twenty billion dollars a year. And I say to you today, that if our nation can spend thirty-five billion dollars a year to fight an unjust, evil war in Vietnam…it can spend billions of dollars to put God's children on their own two feet right here on earth. 

…It became clear to me that the war was doing far more than devastating the hopes of the poor at home… We were taking the black young men who had been crippled by our society and sending them eight thousand miles away to guarantee liberties in Southeast Asia which they had not found in southwest Georgia and East Harlem.

...It is perfectly clear that a violent revolution on the part of American blacks would find no sympathy and support from the white population and very little from the majority of the Negroes themselves…What is needed is a strategy for change, a tactical [planned] program that will bring the Negro into the mainstream of American life as quickly as possible. Without recognizing this we will end up with solutions that don't solve, answers that don't answer and explanations that don't explain. 

	Phrase
	Explanation

	….Negro was 60 percent of a person
	Three-fifths Compromise was an agreement between Southern and northern states during the Constitutional Convention of 1787, in which slaves would be counted as three-fifths of a human being for the purpose of taxation and representation in Congress.

	Guaranteed annual income
	The idea was to guarantee that no one lived in poverty by having the government provide a minimum income, beneath which no one could fall. 


