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Lyndon Johnson. Commencement Address at Howard University, June 4, 1965

. . . we have seen the high court of the country declare that discrimination based on race was repugnant to the Constitution, and therefore void. . . . The voting rights bill will be the latest, and among the most important, in a long series of victories. But this victory--as Winston Churchill said of another triumph for freedom--"is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning." That beginning is freedom; and the barriers to that freedom are tumbling down. Freedom is the right to share, share fully and equally, in American society--to vote, to hold a job, to enter a public place, to go to school. It is the right to be treated in every part of our national life as a person equal in dignity and promise to all others. 
But freedom is not enough. You do not wipe away the scars of centuries by saying: Now you are free to go where you want, and do as you desire, and choose the leaders you please. You do not take a person who, for years, has been hobbled by chains and liberate him, bring him up to the starting line of a race and then say, "you are free to compete with all the others," and still justly believe that you have been completely fair. Thus it is not enough just to open the gates of opportunity. All our citizens must have the ability to walk through those gates. 
This is the next and the more profound [critical] stage of the battle for civil rights. We seek not just freedom but opportunity. We seek not just legal equity but human ability, not just equality as a right and a theory but equality as a fact and equality as a result. For the task is to give 20 million Negroes the same chance as every other American to learn and grow, to work and share in society, to develop their abilities--physical, mental and spiritual, and to pursue their individual happiness. To this end equal opportunity is essential, but not enough, not enough. Men and women of all races are born with the same range of abilities. But ability is not just the product of birth. Ability is stretched or stunted [stopped] by the family that you live with, and the neighborhood you live in--by the school you go to and the poverty or the richness of your surroundings. It is the product of a hundred unseen forces playing upon the little infant, the child, and finally the man.
	Phrase
	Explanation

	Lyndon Johnson
	Lyndon Baines Johnson, the 36th president of the United States, took office in 1963 following the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.  A masterful politician who had represented Texas for more than two decades in Congress before being elected vice president in 1961, Johnson surprised many skeptics by strongly supporting civil rights and voting rights legislation from the Oval Office.

	Howard University
	Howard is a historically black college (established in 1867) in Washington, D.C. It is partially funded by the federal government

	High court
	A reference to the Supreme Court of the United States.

	Voting rights bill
	The Voting Rights Act of 1965 outlawed discriminatory voting practices (poll taxes, literacy tests, etc.) that had been responsible for the widespread disenfranchisement of African Americans. It also established federal oversight of elections administration, providing that states with a history of discriminatory voting practices could not make any change affecting voting without first getting the approval of the Department of Justice.


Document A1-2    Black Panther Party Platform and Program (October 1966)- The Black Panther, October 25, 1969.

1.We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our Black Community. We believe that black people will not be free until we are able to determine our destiny. 
2. We want full employment for our people… the federal government is responsible and obligated to give every man employment or a guaranteed income… if the white American businessmen will not give full employment, then the means of production should be taken from the businessmen and placed in the community so that the people of the community can organize and employ all of its people and give a high standard of living. 
3. … Forty acres and two mules was promised 100 years ago as restitution for slave labor and mass murder of black people. We will accept the payment in currency which will be distributed to our many communities…The Germans murdered six million Jews. The American racist has taken part in the slaughter of over fifty million black people; therefore, we feel that this is a modest demand that we make. 
4. We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human beings…if the white landlords will not give decent housing to our black community, then the housing and the land should be made into cooperatives so that our community, with government aid, can build and make decent housing for its people. 
5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent American society. We want education that teaches us our true history and our role in the present-day society.  If a man does not have knowledge of himself and his position in society and the world, then he has little chance to relate to anything else. 

Stokely Carmichael, “What We Want,” from New York Review of Books, September 22, 1966  

… In Lowndes County, . . . black power will mean that if a Negro is elected sheriff, he can end police brutality.  If a black man is elected tax assessor, he can . . . channel funds for the building of better roads and schools serving black people – thus advancing the move from political power into the economic arena. . . . [W]here black men have a majority, they will attempt to use it to exercise control. . . Where Negroes lack a majority, black power means proper representation and sharing of control.  It means the creation of power bases from which black people can work to change statewide or nationwide patterns of oppression through pressure from strength – instead of weakness…

Black people must do things for themselves; they must get poverty money they will control and spend themselves . . . But our vision is not merely of a society in which all black men have enough to buy the good things of life.  When we urge that black money go into black pockets, we mean the communal pocket.  We want to see money go back into the community and used to benefit it.  We want to see the cooperative concept applied in business and banking.  We want to see black ghetto residents demand that an exploiting store keeper sell them, at minimal cost, a building or a shop that they will own and improve cooperatively; they can back their demand with a rent strike, or a boycott, and a community so unified behind them that no one else will move into the building or buy at the store.  The society we seek to build among black people, then is not a capitalist one.  It is a society in which the spirit of community and humanistic love prevail…

	Phrase
	Explanation

	Black Panther Party
	Formed in October 1966, the Black Panther Party (BPP) sought to empower black citizens both politically and economically. The group ran medical clinics and provided free food to the local community. Armed Panthers monitored police activity in the black community. 

	cooperatives
	businesses owned and managed by those who work there.

	Stokely Carmichael
	Carmichael became chairman of Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee in 1966. While leading the March Against Fear in June 1966, Carmichael coined the phrase “black power” and soon emerged as the foremost spokesman for the movement.

	oppression
	to subject a person or a people to a harsh or cruel form of domination

	communal
	used or owned by all members of a group or community

	hummanistic
	a concern with the needs, well-being, and interests of people
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Ayn Rand’s “Man’s Rights” in Capitalism: The Unknown Ideal (1966)

…The Democratic Party platform of 1960 summarizes the switch boldly and explicitly… the platform offers: (1) The right to a useful and remunerative [high-paying] job in the industries or shops or farms or mines of the nation; (2) The right to earn enough to provide adequate food and clothing and recreation; (3) The right of every farmer to raise and sell his products at a return which will give him and his family a decent living; (4) The right of every businessman, large and small, to trade in an atmosphere of freedom from unfair competition and domination by monopolies at home and abroad; (5) The right of every family to a decent home; (6) The right to adequate medical care and the opportunity to achieve and enjoy good health; (7) The right to adequate protection from the economic fears of old age, sickness, accidents and unemployment; and (8) The right to a good education.
A single question added to each of the above eight clauses would make the issue clear: At whose expense? Jobs, food, clothing, recreation, homes, medical care, education, etc., do not grow in nature. These are man-made values—goods and services produced by men. Who is to provide them? If some men are entitled by right to the products of the work of others, it means that those others are deprived of rights and condemned to slave labor. Any alleged “right” of one man, which necessitates [requires] the violation of the rights of another, is not and cannot be a right. No man can have a right to impose [force] an unchosen obligation, an unrewarded duty or an involuntary servitude on another man. There can be no such thing as “the right to enslave.”
A right does not include the material implementation of that right by other men; it includes only the freedom to earn that implementation [completion] by one’s own effort…Observe, in this context, the intellectual precision [accuracy] of the Founding Fathers: they spoke of the right to the pursuit of happiness—not of the right to happiness. It means that a man has the right to take the actions he deems necessary to achieve his happiness; it does not mean that others must make him happy…
There is no such thing as “a right to a job”—there is only the right of free trade, that is: a man’s right to take a job if another man chooses to hire him. There is no “right to a home,” only the right of free trade: the right to build a home or to buy it. There are no “rights to a ‘fair’ wage or a ‘fair’ price” if no one chooses to pay it, to hire a man or to buy his product…There are only the Rights of Man—rights possessed by every individual man and by all men as individuals.

…And while people are clamoring [protesting] about “economic rights,” the concept of political rights is vanishing… The political function of “the right of free speech” is to protect dissenters [rebels] and unpopular minorities from forcible suppression—not to guarantee them the support, advantages and rewards of a popularity they have not gained. Such is the state of one of today’s most crucial issues: political rights versus “economic rights.” It’s either-or. One destroys the other…

	Phrase
	Explanation

	Ayn Rand
	Rand was known for her famous fictional books Atlas Shrugged and The Fountainhead, which both emphasized capitalism and individual rights. Her ideas are attributed to helping the rise of modern political conservatism.

	Democratic Party Platform
	This was the platform proposed by John F. Kennedy when he ran for President with Lyndon B. Johnson as his Vice-President.

	Switch
	to Rand, the switch was from political rights to economic rights or a free/individualist society to a tyrannical/collectivist society

	Founding Fathers: they spoke of the right to the pursuit of happiness—not of the right to happiness
	Declaration of Independence reference. However, the Constitution is the legal framework for the United States.

	Free trade
	Free trade is a system of trade policy that allows traders to act and or transact without interference from government
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American Independent Party Platform. 1968

 The Founding Fathers... were engaged in setting up our Federal Government… visualized the tyranny and despotism which would inevitably result from an omnipotent central government; and, they sought to avoid that peril by delegating to that central or federal government only those powers which could best be administered by a central or federal government, such as the laying and collecting of taxes to pay the national debt, providing for the common defense, regulating commerce between the states, declaring and waging war, coining money and establishing and maintaining a postal system. And then they provided, in Article X of the Bill of Rights, the 10th Amendment to the Constitution of the U.S., that:  
"The powers, not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people."

The Federal Government… has in the past three decades seized and usurped many powers not delegated to it, such as, among others: the operation and control of the public school system of the several states; the power to prescribe the eligibility and qualifications of those who would vote in our state…; the power to intrude upon and control the farmer in the operation of his farm; the power to tell the property owner to whom he can and cannot sell or rent his property; and, many other rights…which are properly subject to state or local control…  The Federal Government has forced the states to reapportion their legislatures, a prerogative of the states alone… the Federal Government has adopted so-called "Civil Rights Acts," …which have set race against race and class against class, all of which we condemn. It shall be our purpose to take such steps and pursue such courses as may be necessary and required to restore to the states the powers and authority which rightfully belong to the state and local governments… we pledge our best efforts to restore to state governments those powers which rightfully belong to the respective states, and which have been illegally and unlawfully seized by the Federal Government, in direct violation of Article X of the Bill of Rights….  
There is no provision in the Federal Constitution which gives Congress the power to regulate the sale or rental of private property… where citizens are no longer able to make decisions for themselves or manage their personal affairs. We pledge to take the Federal Government out of the business of controlling private property and return to the people the right to manage their lives and property in a democratic manner

	Phrase
	Explanation

	despotism
	Tyranny, absolutism

	Civil Rights Acts
	With the Civil Rights Act of 1957, the Federal Government became more involved with issues of Civil Rights.  


