
Nativism 
 
Pre-Civil War anti-Catholic efforts to pass laws: 
 
    * only native-born Americans to be elected to office 
    * an immigrant had to remain a resident for twenty-five years before becoming a 
citizen. 
 
Late 1800’s focused changed to immigrants from southern and eastern Europe with new 
political ideas: 
 
    * Socialism - Laborers and business owners should all share in the profits of the 
economy. 
    * Anarchism – Society should have no government, laws, or police, but should be a 
free association of all its members. 
    * Pacifism – no violence (even self-defense) is justified. Negotiation is preferable to 
war as a way to solve disagreements. 
 
These ideas were not popular with the wealthy and powerful families who ran politics 
and business. The business leaders blamed the new immigrants for sparking the labor 
unrest and strikes that were so prominent during this time. Many Americans became 
convinced that unless the country restricted immigration, radicals from abroad might 
soon dominate the United States. 
 
Racial views that believed western European ancestry was preferable to other races led to 
many restrictions on immigration: 
 
    * Congress prohibited immigration from China for ten years starting in 1882 and 
banned it permanently in 1902. 
    * President Theodore Roosevelt concluded a "gentle man's agreement" with Japan in 
1907 that stopped immigration from that country. 
    * Emergency Immigration Act of 1921: 
          o Immigration from a specific nation was limited to three percent of that nation’s 
population living in the United States, as reported in the 1910 Federal Census. 
          o An overall maximum annual quota of 357,000 was imposed. 
    * National Origins Act of 1924: 
          o made the Emergency Act permanent. 
          o for example, the law permitted 65,721 immigrants from Great Britain annually, 
but only 5,802 from Italy and 2,712 from the Soviet Union. Asians were almost 
completely excluded. The movement to restrict immigration, initiated nearly a century 
earlier, had finally achieved its goal. 
 
 
 


