Name(s):

Resolving 1930s Crises in Europe

You and a group of classmates will be assigned to represent a specific European country in the
1930s. You will be faced with a series of foreign policy crises that occurred during this
historical time period. For each crisis you will decide how your country should respond.

There is no single correct way to respond to any of the crisis decisions. In each case, the
involved countries had a number of options from which to choose. You do not have to take the
same action that your assigned country actually chose in the 1930s. However, your decision
must be historically reasonable: You must show that you understand the conditions and concerns
of people who lived in these countries in the 1930s and use historical evidence to defend your
decision as the best choice for your country.

Policy Options

For each crisis you have the same general foreign policy options available to any nation:

1) Mobilize your military: This means that you prepare your military for active combat, but do
not yet engage in warfare.

2) Resist with force: This means putting your military forces into combat against another
nation.

3) Form alliance(s) with other nation(s): This means to seek one or more partners who will
join you in whatever action you decide to take. These may be separate agreements with
different partners or a joint agreement among all partners to act together.

4) Remain neutral: This means that you refuse to make alliances or agreements with any
nation.

5) Grant demands: This means that you decide to accept the demands of another nation rather
than taking either economic or military steps to discourage that nation’s actions.

In coming to a decision, you may combine options to arrive at what you believe to be the most
effective and/or just solution. For instance, you may form an alliance that agrees to use

economic sanctions and at the same time mobilize your military.

Procedures for Making Your Decision

For each crisis you will follow these steps in coming to your decision:

1) Read the Crisis Scenario.

2) Make a Policy Decision: Discuss the crisis, decide your policy, identify possible allies, and
develop arguments to convince other countries to join in your policy choice.

(10 minutes)

3) Negotiate: Diplomats travel between countries to seek allies and argue for your policy
decision. Only Diplomats may travel. The Prime Minister and Foreign Minister remain in
their country to negotiate with Diplomats from other nations. (5 minutes)

4) Make Final Decision: Diplomats return to home country. Prime Minister leads discussion of
any adjustments to your policy based upon negotiations with other countries. (5 minutes)

5) European Conference: A conference of European nations is held to resolve the crisis.
Foreign ministers present each country’s arguments of its policy (1 minute each) and
debate a solution to the crisis. (10 minutes)

Roles
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Each member of your group will have specific roles in representing your country:

e Prime Minister: You will lead your group in weighing your policy options and developing
your country’s decision on each crisis. You will conduct discussions with diplomats who
visit you from other countries. At the European Conference, you will provide supporting
information to the Foreign Minister as needed.

e Foreign Minister: You will lead the discussion of possible allies and opponents for your
policy decision and the development of arguments to convince other nations to agree with
your view of the best solution to the crisis. You will assist the Prime Minister in conducting
discussions with diplomats who visit you from other countries. You will present and defend
your country’s position in the European Conference.

e Diplomat: You will travel to other countries and seek to convince other nations to join you
in your policy decision. At the European Conference, you will provide supporting

information to the Foreign Minister as needed.

Crisis Management Assessment:

Your country’s performance in managing the 1930’s crises will be evaluated according to the
following criteria:

1. Policy decisions demonstrate adequate understanding of the historical facts and issues
surrounding each crisis.

2. Policy decisions demonstrate adequate understanding of your assigned country’s priorities
and resources at the time of the crisis.

3. Policy decisions are historically possible: They represent realistic options that countries at the
time could have chosen (they do not have to be the ones that countries actually chose).

4. Policy decisions demonstrate realistic consideration of how other European countries are
likely to respond to your decision.

5. Group develops persuasive evidence and arguments to convince other nations of your

country’s point of view on each crisis

Country representatives clearly communicate your country’s position and arguments.

7. Country representatives stay in assigned historical roles throughout the Crisis activity.

&

Individual Editorial Activity:

Following your participation in the Crisis Management Scenarios, you will be asked to use the
knowledge you gain from this activity to make an individual decision on the Unit Central
Questions: Could World War Il have been prevented? Did the European nations make the wisest
policy decisions in managing the 1930s crises and responding to Nazi actions? You may choose
to address this in either a newspaper editorial or an editorial cartoon. You will be provided with
specific instructions for completing this task.
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