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DOCUMENT ANALYSIS GUIDE: DOCUMENT SET B-1 
Thinking about the Arguments in Indian Document Set B-1 
 
1. Remember that the District Commissioner was often the only British person involved in local government. 

Can you think of any other possible reasons beyond his inability to speak the native language that might 
prevent the “sahib” from understanding the local situation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Sita Ram was interviewed by an Englishman who wrote this account of Ram’s life in British service. Can 

you think of any reasons that Sita Ram might not truthfully describe the way he feels about life under 
British rule? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHEN YOU HAVE COMPLETED ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENT SET B-1, 

COMPLETE YOUR ANALYSIS FOR DOCUMENT SET B-2 AND THE COMPARISON TABLE 
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DOCUMENT ANALYSIS GUIDE: DOCUMENT SET B-2 
Thinking about the Arguments in  British Document Set B-2 
 
1. Does Hobson agree with those who say that Indians are not capable of being architects, engineers, or poets? 

Does he believe the British have “civilized” India? What evidence does he offer for his opinions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In the first paragraph of Document 2, Marx charges that England has “broken down the entire framework of 

Indian society.” In his reference to “British steam and science” he begins to explain his reasoning. Read the 
third paragraph carefully to answer the question: How, according to Marx, has the destruction of traditional 
Indian society come about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comparing Arguments from the Document Sets 
List at least three benefits of British presence in India 
that are mentioned in Document Set B-1. 

List at least three criticisms of British presence in 
India that are mentioned in Document Set B-2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


