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Great Britain:

WWI had a devastating effect on Great Britain. Great Britain had amassed an enormous
war debt from financing the war effort. Her war debt combined with the effects of the
Great Depression caused an economic collapse that greatly influenced foreign policy
during the inter war years. Great Britain’s central foreign policy goal was to maintain
their empire while at the same time avoiding another costly war, allowing her to focus on
solving her economic issues. This, combined with the belief that the Versailles Treaty
had been too harsh, led Britain to adopt a reconciliatory approach to Germany in the
hopes of discouraging German aggression.

Soviet Union:

Russia suffered the most casualties during WWI. The failing war effort coupled with
economic collapse spurred a revolution which forced Russia out of the war. After a
bloody civil war, a new communist government emerged and the Soviet Union was born.
As a result of leaving the war effort and the establishment of a communist system, the
Soviet Union was politically isolated during the inter war years. This new communist
government turned their attention to preserving their communist system internally while
seeking to spread communism abroad whenever possible. Fearing attacks from the west,
much like those that occurred in the past, a major goal of the Soviet government was the
security of their western border.

Czechoslovakia:

The nation of Czechoslovakia was born out of the Treaty of Versailles. At its birth it was
one of the top ten most industrialized countries in the world. It emerged from the Austro-
Hungarian Empire and contained several different groups of people. Its western edge,
known as the Sudetenland, was heavily populated by Germans while the rest of the
country was comprised of Czechs, Slovaks, Ruthenes, Hungarians and Jews.
Czechoslovakia’s primary concern was uniting these cultural groups under the banner of
a single nation. This desire for a national identity influenced their foreign policy, as
Czechoslovakia looked to secure itself from aggressive neighboring countries such as
Hungary and Germany.

France:

France’s casualties from WWI were second only to Russia. A bitter rivalry had
developed between France and Germany. Fear of German aggression guided France’s
foreign policy during the inter war years. France’s main objectives were to maintain
security in Europe while staying out of another war. This was a difficult task for France
because it had an unstable government and an economy suffering the effects of the Great
Depression. France looked for other countries to help maintain the balance of power in
Europe. Along with securing allies during the inter-war years, France adopted a
defensive strategy, fortifying their eastern border.
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