Second Bank of U.S. Visual Metaphor

It is 1832.  President Jackson just vetoed the renewal for the charter for the Second Bank of the US.  This law has been in effect for 20 years and declared constitutional by the Supreme Court.  However, President Jackson feels it is a monopoly created by the wealthy to further enrich themselves at the expense of the small business owner and farmer.  The Whigs took a gamble that if they brought this issue up in an election year, Jackson would not be brave enough to veto it.  However, Jackson proved them wrong.  The election of 1832 is now approach and both political parties feel this is a potentially winning issue for them.  You have been hired by a Democratic or Whig friendly newspaper to create a visual metaphor of the Second BUS based on the views that will show your candidate in the most favorable light.

You and your partner will create a visual metaphor that completes this comparison:  “The BUS is like a .....”  You will complete the comparison based on your personal view of the BUS and whether or not you personally feel Andrew Jackson was right or wrong in vetoing it.  You will also design an illustration for your metaphor that includes an explanation of why the metaphor is historically appropriate.  The metaphor should persuade the general public to your view on the BUS and its potential consequences.  Your metaphor should have the following features:
 
1. An accurate metaphor.  Your metaphor must accurately complete the statement, “The BUS is like a....,” and must be historically plausible based on the perspectives and evidence discussed.  It should persuade the public to support or criticize Jackson’s veto.

1. Title.  At the top of your poster, clearly write a title that reads “The BUS is like a ......” 

1. Visual image.  Create an image that provides a central focus for your metaphor.  Your image should be bold and clearly recognizable.  For each of the required items, create a visual or part of a visual that represents each item.  Label these clearly and be sure they fit within the larger theme of your metaphor.

1. Labels.  Your metaphor should make direct comparisons between the BUS and the metaphor.  Label on your metaphor a minimum of five the required items listed here:  Constitution, Jackson, Webster/Clay, corporations, bank, currency, common man/laborer, banker/businessmen, federal government, state governments, Congress, Supreme Court, Executive.

1. Explanation.  Below your metaphor, write the word “because” followed by a list of the three most important similarities between what you drew and the BUS.

1. Differences.  On the back of your poster, write the two most important ways in which the things depicted in your metaphor are different from the BUS.

1. Persuasiveness.  Your metaphor should be persuasive, neat, creative and colorful.  



Visual Metaphor Rubric

Name(s):____________________________________________________________________

	Categories
	Possible Points
	Awarded Points

	Metaphorical Interpretation

	
	

	Visual details support, explain, and extend the metaphor

	
	

	Takes a clear position on the Bank of the U.S.

	
	

	Label explanations are clear and historically accurate

	
	

	Visual Presentation

	
	

	Visual elements are laid out in an interesting way

	
	

	Written text is neat and legible

	
	

	Explanation

	
	

	Clearly explains metaphor.

	
	

	Adequate evidence is provided to convincingly support metaphor.

	
	

	Differences

	
	

	Clearly explains ways in which the metaphor does not represent the Bank of the U.S.
	
	

	Adequate evidence is provided to explain differences between metaphor and B.U.S.
	
	

	Total Points
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