	Cold War Songs Analysis Sheet:  Song Set B


	When The Atom Bomb Fell: Karl & Harty [1946]

	1. Remember what "judgment day" means. Considering your previous studies on World War II, why do you think the songwriters believed the Japanese deserved to have a judgment day?  

	

	2. The songwriters contend that the atomic bomb was the answer to World War II soldiers’ prayers.  Why might this statement be true?

	

	3. Think about how the song sounds as far as its tone.  [Is it loud, soft, simple, complex, rock-and roll or country blues.]  Think about the phrasing of the song or its melody.  [Does the singer emphasize words, get loud only at certain times, or is it the same throughout?]  In what ways does the song’s tone and melody contribute to the arguments the singer is making?  

	

	When They Drop The Atomic Bomb: Jackie Doll and his Pickled Peppers [1951]

	1. Communist North Korea began the Korean War when they attempted to unify the Korean peninsula under communist rule. North Korea had the support of the Soviet Union, which, by this time, had a number of nuclear weapons. Clearly the songwriters have a negative view of communists but this view was not uncommon among many Americans. Why do you think communism was seen as a clear threat to American ways of living?

	

	2. Many Americans saw communism as a threat to preserving capitalism and traditional American customs, social norms and ways of life. For many, communism was seen as dangerous due to its intention to abolish private property and its desire to do away with cultural ideas such as individualism and the idea that competition is beneficial for society. Knowing that the Soviet Union had atomic bombs like America, why do you think some Americans wanted the USA to develop even more atomic weapons even though it would only take a few bombs to completely destroy a whole continent?

	

	3. Think about how the song sounds as far as its tone.  [Is it loud, soft, simple, complex, rock-and roll or country blues.]  Think about the phrasing of the song or its melody.  [Does the singer emphasize words, get loud only at certain times, or is it the same throughout?]  In what ways does the song’s tone and melody contribute to the arguments the singer is making?  

	

	The Dawn of Correction: The Spokesmen [1965]

	1. In 1965, when this song was written, 18 year olds could not vote but they could serve in the army. Why do the songwriters argue that young men should fight in the army even though they can’t vote?

	

	2. The chorus in the song says that America is "on the dawn of correction." Why are the Spokesmen so hopeful about the future even if though nuclear weapons exist?

	

	3. Dawn of Correction says that "The buttons are there to insure negotiation, so don't be afraid, boy, it's our only salvation." How can building atomic or nuclear weapons keep America safe?

	

	4. Think about how the song sounds as far as its tone.  [Is it loud, soft, simple, complex, rock-and roll or country blues.]  Think about the phrasing of the song or its melody.  [Does the singer emphasize words, get loud only at certain times, or is it the same throughout?]  In what ways does the song’s tone and melody contribute to the arguments the singer is making?  

	

	In the box below, summarize the arguments from the songs that support the pursuit of nuclear weapons.

	


